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The war in Iraq began in March 2003, right before my assignment at the Cairo center was about to begin.
I couldn’t get a direct flight to Egypt and had to go via Europe on a two-day trip. There was unrest all
over the world, but one couldn’t feel the direct impact of the war in Cairo. In December, the US army
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captured Saddam Hussein. At that time, many foreign exchange students were coming to Egypt, mainly
to study at Cairo University and the American University, and were regular visitors at the JSPS center.
Ms. Ghada Zaher had worked there as the secretary since the previous academic year. Many visiting
researchers and others residing in Cairo frequented the center. It was a busy time. Due to a sharp drop in
Cairo Japanese Club membership, they moved their gatherings from the Marriott Hotel to a building near
the JSPS center.

Ms. Ghada Zaher had worked there as the secretary since the previous academic year. Ms.
Sawsan, who was responsible for cleaning the center and the residence on the ninth floor, would come
twice a week. Sometimes she would bring her two daughters. In academic year 2003, we became an
independent corporation, and thus had to file financial statements twice a year, in September and March.
Two Japanese personnel assisted me with the office work. The newest step was setting up a homepage
for the JSPS Cairo center in the fall. Ms. Ghada married in July of that year, and invited the members of
the center. | got to attend a modern Egyptian wedding.

In 2003, we held six regular open lectures. Once a week we hosted a reading group in Arabic.
We also started a gender studies class aimed at female researchers, organized sightseeing trips to the
remains of Fustat, and provided transportation to and from the Cairo Book Fair. By the end of the year,
the Cairo Bookstore Guidance program, started the previous year and mainly meant for male researchers,
was nearly complete. Many of the students who participated in these JSPS-organized activities are now

flourishing in universities all over Japan.
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During my tenure (April 2004 - September 2005), conditions in Egypt were quite stable and there
were many Japanese exchange students in Cairo (more than ten post-grads alone). There were
frequent visits from Japanese researchers as well. | used those opportunities to communicate with
young researchers, and accompany Japanese research groups to see ancient remains and
settlements. These were precious experiences that I still have vivid pleasant memories of today.
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Ms. Junko Toriyama was my assistant and Ms. Ghada was our secretary. They both
knew how to run the center, which really helped when | first arrived. They were also
indispensable in supporting exchange students preparing for events and whatnot.

In addition to the regular open lectures (5 times a year), we also held gender studies
classes for young students, reached out to Dr. Nagwa Mustafa from the National Library for a
group study of manuscripts, and reached out to Dr. Magdy Helyl for calligraphy classes.

During my tenure, | tried to organize meetings for JSPS alumni. Prof. Hany EI-Shemy
of Cairo University’s Faculty of Agriculture helped me out a lot on that front. I’'m glad that the
alumni meetings are going well, and | thank alumni manager Ibrahim Tantawi and all those in
charge for that.

I can only hope the center will play an even bigger role as a place for research and
interactions between Egyptians and Japanese people. | think making the term of the JSPS center
directorship longer will help improve the running of the center. 1 know that budget cuts and
ever-changing society pose a lot of challenges, but I hope they will keep on making the effort.

Finally, I pray from the bottom of my heart for the continued prosperity of the JSPS
Cairo center and the continued success of all those associated with it.
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During the final years of Mubarak’s presidency, news of his terminal illness spread everywhere. Before |
returned to Japan in the beginning of April 2008, a serious situation was unfolding but never made it to
the news. It seemed to have happened all at once in factories and universities all across the country, a
simultaneous “silent strike” so-to-speak. At Cairo University, lectures were often canceled. Many
professors weren’t showing up, and students would gather but no one would be brave enough to speak. |
asked a professor friend of mine what was happening. He prevaricated, saying there were orders to “slow
things down” from somewhere. There were no more traffic jams in the streets of Cairo or on the road to
the airport. In fact, the streets seemed empty. Many stores were closed. It was very eerie. In that “silent
strike”, young rebels from anti-Mubarak political forces, the Muslim Brotherhood, and representatives of
over ten different organizations joined together and made the decision to go forward with the “January
25” revolution of 2011.

We reached out to the Egyptian authorities to recognize the JSPS Cairo center as a legitimate
research center. Up to that point, it had merely been a business office in Cairo with facilities to support
Japanese research. The center’s director had nothing more than a regular visa in his passport. During the
unrest of the Mubarak regime, American and European organizations’ offices were closed and other
governments curtailed the activities of their offices abroad. The JSPS center was fine, but people who
were supposedly secret police came collecting information, and unidentified individuals would come to
attend our lectures. | felt we needed to formalize our status as an officially recognized Japanese
organization.

I urged the Japanese ambassador and a cultural official from the Ministry of Education to keep
pushing the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Eventually | got the cultural official to call to his
Egyptian counterpart. | thought perhaps | should appeal directly to the Foreign Ministry. So, | asked
Bahaa Zaghlul, who has powerful connections at the Foreign Ministry, to connect me with someone.
(Bahaa Zaghlul studied in Japan and has a PhD from the Department of Metallurgy at Tokyo Technical
College. He’s the person who helped me the most during my tenure in Cairo.). | was able to talk to
Ambassador Mona Saudi, the Vice Director of the Bureau of Education and Culture. Complying with
Ambassador Mona’s request, | filed documents explaining the points below three different times in
October and November of 2007.

(1) The details and reasons for this request, English materials explaining about the JSPS.
(2) The Cairo center’s activity records, personnel, and budget provided by the government.
(3) Our relationship with the Japanese Embassy.

(4) The JSPS Alumni Association in Egypt.

On June 10™ 2007, the JSPS Alumni Association in Egypt was officially registered with the
Egyptian government.

After | handed in the documents for the third time, Ambassador Mona said that all the
documents were in order and that | was to expect a positive result. But | never heard from her again.
Within a few months she had been appointed to a different position, and | was unable to resolve the issue.
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With or without JSPS support, Japanese research organizations and universities continued to cooperate
with Egyptian research institutes and universities. Through joint research, symposiums, and seminars,
they established new research connections, arranged meetings and transportation, and so on. They tried to
expand their cooperation beyond humanities and social sciences to new fields, like medicine,
pharmaceutics, and engineering.

One example: an international symposium about research and development on medicinal herbs
effective in curing liver disease (Note: Egypt has one of the worst hepatitis C infection rates. It also has a
long history of medicinal herb use and many researchers in that field.)

Target research facilities:
Japan: Institute of Natural Medicine, Toyama University
Egypt: National Research Center
Organizations assisting the research:
Japan: JSPS
Egypt: Technical & Technological Consulting Studies & Research Fund
Meeting place: National Research Center (Cairo, Egypt)
Date: 20~23 May 2007
Participating Researchers: Egypt (60 persons), Japan (10 persons), England (2 persons), Saudi
Arabia (2 persons)

Many of the monthly lectures were presented by Japanese experts staying for short-term visits,
but once there was a mini-concert by a well-known Iraqi oud player. The event was packed with people
and was the most exciting lecture of all. Many of the Japanese foreign exchange students that assisted us
back then are now successful researchers.

The Japanese embassy maintains a good close relationship with the Japanese community. But
when | was first appointed, the Japanese embassy didn’t officially recognize the JSPS center, and
wouldn’t contact us with invitations to official functions like their New Year’s party. | explained to the
embassy about the JSPS Cairo center and they came to officially recognize it as a Japanese organization.
Next, | wanted to make the most of that official recognition throughout the Middle East. So, | visited
universities in Turkey and Lebanon and talked about the JSPS, while | collected information on the state
of research support and cooperation offered by Japan, America, and Europe, and campaigned for their
further cooperation with the JSPS. In October 2007, a major symposium was held in Tunisia. This event,
the Kantaoui Forum, was one result of a Japan-Tunisia agreement for cooperation on scientific research.

There, | presented a basic overview of the JSPS and its Cairo center.
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